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Dear Readers,

It’s summertime and images of summertime are usually cast in a light of hot,
lazy, relaxing days by a seashore. But the reality for most of us is the strug-
gle to balance the demands of our busy work schedules with the need for
a vacation.This dilemma often results in hectic, stress-filled days compara-
ble fo those we have during the working season. And while summer camp
is an option for some, others may, for various reasons, opt to enjoy the sum-
mer months by simply following up on local activities which, itself, could
provide a wealth of opportunities for fun, educational and even relaxing
times.

This year, the summer was lit up' with an array of activities ranging from
festivals and fashion shows, to exhibitions, displays and competitions, pro-
viding a tremendous atmosphere for the visitors to enjoy the very best of
summer, however with a Syrian flavor.

One of the most spectacular events in the summer calendar for this year
was the Damascus 31st flower festival. With a great spectacle of gardens
and flowers, the festival was a part of Eden. Thus, this july issue of the mag-
azine comes to you scented with flowers of alf colors and fragrance,

We cordially invite you to leave everyday living behind and discover the
interesting summer events that keep evolving as the summer proceeds. The
highlights that we have in store for you through the pages of this issue of
Rising Syria are but a small collection of such events.

Whatever the event may be, you can enjoy and appreciate the summer
months in ways that are both entertaining and stress-reducing. We, through
Rising Syria, always strive to showcase all that is good and successful. Our
aim will always be to inform, educate and entertain readers with a style that
is fresh, creative, analytical and bold.

We appreciate your feedback regarding our articles and issues. Please let us

know haw we are doing and let us work together to plan carefully and pave
the way to new hcights for the issues to come.
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A monthly magazine in
English, concerned with
tourism and culture and
published in Damascus.
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